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the fasting, is what is called tarawih. This prayer or nemaz is kept
vrith preat ceremonial and pomp in all the Moslem mosques which
are specially decorated: and on this occasion hafizes, (those who have
got the Koran by heart) daily lead people in prayer and orally recite
pft-^ages of the scripture. Prayers are held only in the night time
when Mussulmans in a body repair to their respective mosques to hear
the words of the Koran which they read or hear throughout the month.
The first of Shuwal is the "Bed" festival, Tvhich is the day of
pleasure and rest after the hard fatigue and sufferings of the Ramazan.
On this day all Mussulmans, however divided they may be, are sup-
posed to mix with and embrace each other. If one wishes to ascertain
the true essence of Islam, he may call on this day at any Mussulman's
house, where he may learn what Islam is, and how it is maintained
and solemnised by its believers. This Eed day and the succeeding two
days, are celebrated with great eclat.

As per usages and rules in force and use of all Muslim families,
prayers of a special order and of an identical nature are held on the
Eed and the Bakur-id* days ; and the same are finished before
10 A. M., of these days. In some places and mosques these prayers
are said early in the morning before sunrise ; and in others at different
hours, varying from 6 to 10 A. M. No prayers are, however,
allowable after 10 o'clock, or at noon, from which moment commences
the usual daily proper, the zohur^ which nullifies any prayer other
than itself. It is on this sole account that Mussulmans finish
these two festival days' prayers before 10 o'clock as a matter of con-
venience and course. Let us here add that the annual celebr&dons
Mohurrum, f Ramadan, Eed or Idulfitir> Hujj^ and BaJcur-id or
JSedussoha, are the only feasts which are equally and universally kept
up by the entire body of the Muslim community; while there are
many festivals which, if observed by one faction of the Mohammedans,
*re rejected by the other.

r S'cr jjulvw-id see page 35.
f For Moliurrmi see page 6.
{ For Sujj see page 31.